GCIFD Meeting Minutes – April 8, 2008


Gilbert County Island Fire District

The Gilbert County Island Fire District (GCIFD) governing board met in a properly posted open public meeting on Tuesday, April 8, 2008.  The meeting will be held at the Arizona Farm Bureau, located at 325 S. Higley Road, Gilbert, Arizona.
The following agenda items were considered at the meeting:

A. 
The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m. local time by board chair Sale.

B.
The board led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the US Flag.

C.
Roll call for the board was conducted with Chair Sale, Clerk Biggs and Member Kalandros (telephonically) in attendance. 

Item 1: Review and approval of the governing board meeting minutes of March 4, 2008 (GCIFD #08-029), March 10, 2008 (GCIFD #08-030) and March 21, 2008 (GCIFD #08-031):
Motion Biggs / 2nd Kalandros: To approve the meeting minutes of March 4, March 10 and March 21, 2008 as presented; Passed Unanimously.

Item 2: Call to the Public:

No public in attendance requested to speak.

Item 3: Consideration of authorizing payment to VFIS of Arizona for GCIFD insurance services (GCIFD #08-032):
The board reviewed four invoices for insurance services from VFIS Arizona listed as #57521 ($346.00), #57522 ($689.00), #57554 ($344.00) and #57555 ($687.00). 
Motion Biggs / 2nd Kalandros: To authorize payment to VFIS in the amount $2,066.00; Passed Unanimously.

Item 4: Consideration of authorizing recurring payment for web hosting and associated services for the purpose of maintaining access to GCIFD public records and distribution of district information (GCIFD #08-033):
Consultants presented various options for web site hosting and development that would allow for placing GCIFD public records and posting notices on the web for public access. The board discussed the options and costs. Board Member Kalandros proposed he be authorized to obtain the domain name, develop and maintain the site and post items.
 Motion Biggs / 2nd Kalandros: To authorize board member Kalandros to develop and maintain the web site for the GCIFD in an amount not to exceed $250 annually; Passed Unanimously.

Item 5: Consideration of entering into an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with Maricopa County for election services and authorizing consultants to prepare and execute documents necessary for compliance with statutory requirements for the November 2008 general election (GCIFD #08-034):
Consultants presented an IGA with the Maricopa County Elections Department for the purpose of providing election services for the November 2008 general election. The GCIFD will have five (5) governing board seats on the ballot. The consultants discussed the cost of $0.31 per registered voter for Maricopa County to provide election services for the district. The board discussed other requirements for compliance with state election laws including ARS 16-227 and ARS 16-228. The consultant proposed preparing a letter to the county elections department expressing interest in the county providing election services.
Motion Kalandros / 2nd Biggs: To direct the consultant to make the necessary changes to the IGA with Maricopa County; prepare the letter to Maricopa County; and to prepare documents necessary for compliance with ARS 16-227 and ARS 16-228; and to authorize the board chair, and in her absence the board clerk, to execute the IGA and letter; Passed Unanimously.

Item 6: Executive Session pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.03.A.3: For the purpose of receiving and considering legal advice concerning an intergovernmental agreement for fire protection services with the Town of Gilbert (GCIFD #08-n/a):

No executive session was held.

Item 7: Consideration of issues in negotiating an intergovernmental agreement for fire protection services with the Town of Gilbert (GCIFD #08-035):
Wiatt Wong, VFIS of Arizona addressed the board regarding insurance issues in conjunction with the proposed IGA with the Town of Gilbert. Mr. Wong addressed the concerns over liability and indemnification clauses in the proposed IGA. Mr. Wong expressed concerns over the ability of underwriting the risk based upon the indemnification provision within the statutory language. Mr. Wong further identified that the customer (district) should not take on the liability of the provider (town). The proposed IGA requirements for additional indemnification of the Town of Gilbert above and beyond what is required by statute was discussed. 
Mr. Wong advised the board that under the current IGA language and required indemnification the district would not be able to obtain insurance coverage. Additionally, Mr. Wong explained the current policy would likely be terminated upon execution of the IGA with the current indemnity language. Mr. Wong, the board, legal counsel and consultants discussed various potential options going forward for insurance services.

Legal counsel reported on progress with the IGA for fire protections services, including the County Attorney’s Office establishing a briefing schedule, the GCIFD request and proposal, along with the opportunity to respond to submissions by the Town of Gilbert. 

Discussion Only – No Action Taken.

Item 8: Consideration of items for the agenda of the Gilbert County Island Fire District’s next regular scheduled meeting and or a special meeting called by the governing board for the purpose of carrying out its powers and duties (GCIFD #08-036):
The board directed consultants and legal counsel to prepare and agenda and schedule a special meeting of the board for Monday, April 14, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. local time, to be held at the Roosevelt Water Conservation District’s offices.
Item 9: Consideration of a request to the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors for funding district obligations and operations (GCIFD #08-037):
Legal counsel presented a draft letter to be sent to the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors requesting a loan in the amount of $10,000.00 to allow funding of ongoing district operations. The board discussed the loan request and the immediate need to pay for insurance services.

Motion Biggs / 2nd Kalandros: To authorize Lee Miller to send the letter on behalf of the GCIFD board requesting the loan of $10,000.00; Passed Unanimously.

Item 10: Announcements:
None

Item 11: Adjourn: Motion by Biggs / 2nd by Kalandros to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m; Passed Unanimously.
Minutes Approved by GCIFD: May 13, 2008
M Sale, Board Chair

C Biggs, Board Clerk

S Kalandros, Member
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