GCIFD Meeting Minutes – January 13, 2009

The Gilbert County Island Fire District (GCIFD) governing board met in a properly posted open public meeting on Tuesday, January 13, 2009.  The meeting was held at the Southeast Regional Library – County Meeting Room, located at 775 N. Greenfield Road, Gilbert, Arizona.
The following agenda items were considered at the meeting:

A. 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. local time by Chair Sale.

B.
The board led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the US Flag.

C.
Roll call for the board was conducted with Chair Sale, Clerk Biggs and Members Beyerle, Cazden and Kalandros in attendance.

Item 1: Review and approval of the governing board meeting minutes of December 9, 2008 (GCIFD #09-001):

Motion Kalandros / 2nd Biggs: Approve the meeting minutes of December 9, 2008 with an amendment as identified by Chief DeWitt concerning the know key issue; Passed Unanimously (5-0-0).

Item 2: Report from the Fire Chief regarding the provision of fire and EMS to the GCIFD, including but not limited to the following items (GCIFD #08-n/a):

a) Monthly response and service report:
Chief DeWitt (TOGFD) provided the monthly fire services activity report for December 2008. Chief DeWitt provided an analysis of the house fire that occurred on Fairview Street. Chief DeWitt’s analysis included the pertinent response and deployment data along with a discussion of the various obstacles (obstructed access / blocked roadway) and challenges of the specific response (GIS map data out-of date / lack of water supply) encountered by GFD and other automatic-aid FD responders.

Chair Sale discussed general logistical challenges facing county island fire protection services. Chair Sale inquired as to plans to address these issues in the near term and asked for the TOGFD, Maricopa County and GCIFD work together to facilitate resolution, particularly the GIS mapping issues and the obstructed roadway issues. Chief DeWitt advised the TOGFD was working with Maricopa County GIS to address the mapping issues.

Board Member Cazden expressed concerns to Chief DeWitt concerning the response, deployment and subsequent fire loss. Member Cazden distributed a letter from Dallas Brown, a MFD fire captain which was critical of the various aspects of how the incident was managed. Chief DeWitt stated that Mr. Brown’s comments within the letter were inaccurate. There was general discussion amongst the board concerning the incident. The board further discussed the need to work with the TOGFD to address and resolve any similar fire service response and deployment related issues in all the county island areas. 

Item 3: Call to the Public.

None.

Item 4: Consideration of district financial matters:

a) Review of invoices / payables and authorization for payment (GCIFD #09-002):
Consultant Flynn presented the current month’s invoices (Miller LaSota Peters - $1,000; Town of Gilbert - $37,500; Angela Bertram, CPA - $245; PolicyLogic, LLC - $1,796.18) for payment approval.

Flynn also presented the GCIFD financial statements through December 2008, along with the GLT and warrant clearing report.

Motion Kalandros / 2nd Biggs: Approve the invoices as presented for payment; Passed Unanimously (5-0-0).

Item 5: Report of progress and consideration of matters concerning development of the fire district web site (GCIFD #09-003):
Member Kalandros provided a progress report on the GCIFD web site development and maintenance. Consultant Flynn presented two proposals (East Valley Web & Graphic Design - $1,445 and Sean Coleman Web Design - $770) for web site development and maintenance to enhance and improve the current site. Kalandros stated he wished to continue to provide for the maintenance and updating of the site. There was general board discussion concerning the web site and the two proposals. Kalandros stated he preferred the lower cost proposal.

Motion Kalandros / 2nd Biggs: To accept the proposal from Sean Coleman Web Design in the amount of $770; Passed Unanimously (5-0-0).

Item 6: Consideration of authorizing the consultant to secure an alternate public notice posting location (GCIFD #09-004):
Consultant Flynn proposed posting future meeting agendas and disclosure notices at the Maricopa County Governmental Complex, 301 W. Jefferson, Phoenix due to the issues at the current posting location. The agendas and disclosures will also be posted on the GCIFD web site.

Motion Kalandros / 2nd Biggs: To authorize the consultant to post future disclosure notices and agendas at the Maricopa County Governmental Complex and to notice Maricopa County of the change; Passed Unanimously (5-0-0).

Item 7: Consideration of issues for negotiating fire services for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009 (GCIFD #09-005):
There was general discussion amongst the board and Lee Miller, legal counsel concerning IGA negotiations for fire services for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009. Mr. Miller suggested the board authorize a letter from his firm to the TOG to initiate the IGA process.

Motion Kalandros / 2nd Cazden: To authorize the attorney to send a letter to the Town of Gilbert to initiate the fire services IGA negotiations process; Passed Unanimously (5-0-0).

Item 8: Consideration of designating lobbyists for the purpose of developing and advocating changes to current county island fire district statutes to facilitate the improved administration and governance of the district (GCIFD #09-006):
Mr. Miller explained the efforts currently underway to address various items within the state’s county island fire district law. Miller also addressed with the board the laws concerning lobbying and lobbyists. Miller and Flynn will represent GCIFD as lobbyists in the efforts to address the county island fire district issues. There was general discussion amongst the board concerning issues facing county island fire districts and statutory compliance.

Motion Kalandros / 2nd Biggs: To designate Lee Miller and John Flynn as the lobbyists for the GCIFD; Passed Unanimously (5-0-0).

Item 9: Consideration of items for the agenda of the Gilbert County Island Fire District’s next regular scheduled meeting (February 10, 2009) and or a special meeting called by the governing board for the purpose of carrying out its powers and duties (GCIFD #09-007):
· Fire services IGA negotiating issues.

· Telephone service for the GCIFD.
· Legislative report concerning CIFD issues.

· Audit of finances for current fiscal year.

Item 10: Announcements.

None.

Item 11: Adjourn.

Motion Kalandros / 2nd Biggs: To adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.; Passed Unanimously (5-0-0).

Minutes Approved by GCIFD: February 10, 2009
M Sale, Board Chair
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R Beyerle, Member

L Cazden, Member
S Kalandros, Member
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